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Jacob awoke from his sleep and said,
‘Surely the LORD is in this place – and I
did not know it!’ And he was afraid,
and said, ‘How awesome is this place!
This is none other than the household of
God, and this is the gate of heaven.’–
Gen. 28:16-17
On Sunday, Sept. 27, St. Michael’s
Church celebrated Michaelmas, recognizing the Feast of St. Michaels and All Angels and the parish’s namesake. (As permitted, the date was transferred from its
official day of Sept. 29 to the Sunday preceding.) The ten people at the 8:00 a.m.
said service participated in a meditative,
quietly joyful celebration. The one hundred plus people at the 10:00 a.m. joined in
festal service with a procession, incense,
song and prayer. At the 10:00 a.m. service
the church welcomed two new members
into the Household of God through their
baptisms. One of the baptizees - at the mature age of 6 months – was expressive of
her participation especially as the baptismal water was poured over her forehead.
Vocally filled with God’s spirit during the
baptism, she then found peace, sanctuary
and safety in her parent’s arms. The other
baptizee - a bit younger at just over two
months old – meditated deeply with his
eyes closed during the baptismal, stirring
only slightly as the water washed over him.
The two different services, and the experiences of the two infants baptized, bring
to mind two dimensions of our spiritual life
and call to ministry: the active life and the
contemplative life. These two aspects are

not exclusive of the other; each is needed
to strengthen the other. Frequently after a
public ministry Jesus takes himself and his
disciples away to pray in private. Timothy
Radcliff, OP, in his book Why go to
church? r eminds us that we go to chur ch
“to be sent from it.” We are sent back into
the communities and workplaces we know
with the grace of God and light of Christ
showing through us.
The first reading on Michaelmas is always the story of “Jacob’s Ladder,” where
Jacob has a dream of a ladder or ramp set
up to heaven with God’s angels ascending
and descending on it. Jacob awakes, realizes God’s presence, and proclaims, “How
awesome is this place!” There are the moments in the quiet of corporate prayer or in
the music of hymns, choir and organ when
it is awesome and awe-inspiring. It is my
hope that people find both the quiet renewal and active inspiration at St. Michael’s to
serve God and neighbor within and without
the parish community. This is not to say
by any means that “awesomeness” of
God’s presence can be found only here. To
the contrary, it is present in all places of
our life, in the joys we share and in the
challenges we face. It is a gift to be nourished in God’s spirit within our church
walls and be sent out into the world to encounter it more.
Michaelmas sets us forth more fully into
the fall and church year. It is an active
time! Church school, adult and youth
choirs, St. Catherine’s Guild dinners and
Fashion Show, Evensongs, Organ Recitals,
Continued on page 2.
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Worship and Music
Evensong & Benediction,
Sunday, October 4 at 5:00 PM
Now that fall is officially here, we begin our full program of musical activities at St. Michael's Church.
On Sunday, October 4th at 5 pm, we will sing our first
Evensong and Benediction service, with St. Michael's
Choir singing music by T.Tertius Noble and Thomas
Tallis. I feel a "once-removed" connection with Dr. Noble, even
though I never met him. He was the
teacher of my teacher, Dr. Paul
Callaway, back in the 1930's, and
Callaway often spoke of him. Noble
was the first choirmaster at St.
Thomas' Church and Choir School
in New York City. Another connection - the Nobles had a house in
T. Tertius Noble
organlibrary.org Rockport where I first lived when
moving here in 2002, and he is buried in the town cemetery there. His music is energetic
and beautiful, and those who attended the Evensong in
Andover last week (thank you for coming!) will hear his
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis again on October 4th.

Organ Recital with Douglas Major
Sunday, October 18 at 5:00 PM
Subscribe to All Five!
Our recital series opens this month, and on October
18th I will be playing music by Bach, Karg-Elert, Wesley, a beautiful set of variations by Sweelinck, and, for
some fun, a transcription of "The Poet
and Peasant Overture" by Von Suppe.
By now you will have received the brochure announcing the five concert series,
and I encourage you to subscribe. Thank
you for your continued support!

Elizabeth VanTrapp and Doug Major
Friday, November 27 at 7:00 PM in Beverly
One more note: On Friday, November 27th at 7 pm,
the day after Thanksgiving, Elizabeth VonTrapp and I
will be performing at the newly-renovated Larcom Theater in Beverly, and I hope many of you will be able to
attend that concert. I you would like more information
about tickets, please visit this website: http://gimmelive.com/Concert.cfm.
- Doug Major, Director of Music

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 4
at 1:00 PM
Bring your cats, dogs, and other
pets for a blessing on this Sunday
closest to the Feast Day of St.
Francis. Meet on the lawn at the
corner of Washington and Summer
St.

Continued from page one.
and ongoing participation at Lifebridge and My Brother’s
Table are a few of the things going on. May our active
and contemplative ministries re-enforce one another, and
open to us the gate of heaven.
—Fr. Andrew

Buy your Ticket Now for
St. Catherine’s “Get Your British On”
Fashion Show
Saturday, October 17th, 6:00 PM
in the Parish Hall
$20 in advance, $25 at the door
Seating is limited so be sure to pick up your
ticket after the 10 o’clock service on Sundays, and
at the Parish Office. This event is St. Catherine's
big fund raiser for the year and promises to be a
great night of fun, fashion and frivolity! Heavy
hors d'ouevres, wine and desserts, plus opportunities to purchase clothes being modeled and to bid
on many wonderful service-related auction items
(i.e. ride to the airport, dinner for four, etc.)
This event, planned by Sarah Bates and Jennifer
Oliveira, celebrates the 76th year of St. Michael’s
Thrift Shop, the oldest running Thrift Shop in Marblehead. What fond memories many of us have previous fashion shows. See photos for past fashion
shows on page 6, and remember Liz Grader rollerblading across the Parish Hall and Victor Wild in
costume. What fun will we see this year?!
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Children & Youth - from Kelley Howells
Dates to Remember!
October 4

Child Care and Church School
Blessing of the Animals, 1 pm on the
Summer St. lawn
October 6
Supper Club, 6-8 pm, Parish Hall
October 11 Child Care, but no Church School
October 18 Intergenerational Service
October 19 Supper Club, 6-8 pm, Parish Hall
October 25 Child Care and Church School
November 1 All Saints Day
Child Care and Church School
Blessing of the Backpacks 2015

October Highlights
What a busy September we have had! We began by
going back to our two service schedule at 8 o’clock and 10
o’clock and started our programming year.
Nursery care is back in full swing with Natalia and Anneliese at the helm. We are grateful that they have both
returned this year! Please tell your friends that we have
child care each Sunday from 9:30-11:30 and would love to
have infants through preschoolers join us!
September seemed like a month of trainings. Members
of our parish participated in Godly Play Instruction at All
Saint’s Church in Belmont, a Safe Church workshop at St.
Andrew’s Church in Marblehead, and an Acolyte training
class here at St. Michael’s. Hopefully, all gained the instruction and inspiration needed to make the year ahead
the best one ever.

Another highlight this September was the feature written
about St. Michael’s Church on the Souperbowl of Caring
website. St. Michael’s children and youth have participated
in collecting food and funds for the Marblehead Food Pantry on Super bowl Sunday, in conjunction with the Souperbowl of Caring, since 2005. Over the years, our group
has raised over $2,400 and 490 food items! It was fun to be
acknowledged for our efforts.
As we head deeper into fall we want to take the opportunity to look back and thank our watering brigade! Thank
you to Kelley Callahan for organizing the watering of our
Parish grounds this year! We send a huge thank you to the
Cool, Petty, Amberik, and Callahan families for keeping
the beautiful gardens that we planted on Rogation Sunday,
watered all summer long. Your efforts are much appreciated!

Church School
Following an all parish video presentation and goal setting meeting, and our special service with the blessing of
the backpacks in mid-September, we began Church School
at our new time of 9:45! We began by learning about the
Circle of the Church Year. In October we will look forward
to Godly Play and Weaving God’s Promises lessons about
Noah and the Flood, and the Ark.

Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday, October 5th we will continue our tradition
of the blessing of the animals. All are invited to bring their
pets, or photos of pets, to the Summer Street lawn at 1p.m.
for a special blessing from Father Andrew.

Supper Club – Begins Tuesday, October 6th

Father Andrew and our “veteran” acolytes lead the training of
our new group of acolytes.

Supper Club is a group of 6th, 7th, and 8th graders who
meet twice a month over the course of the school year for
food, fellowship and fun with a bible story, biblical figure,
or spiritual question, theme; here at St. Michael’s Church.
Youth are encouraged to build their own personal relationship with God and ask questions!
Continued on page 4.
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Church School Continued
On October 6th we look forward to beginning another
year of Supper Club, with a large group of Middle School
youth. All meetings are from 6p.m. to 8p.m. here in the
Parish Hall. Our future meetings will be on October 19th
and again on November 3rd. We are still looking for volunteers to act as chefs. Please sign up on the Sign up genius
or contact Kelley at Kelley@stmichaels1714.org.

Intergenerational Service
On October 18th we will not have Church School as
usual, and will instead be participating in the Intergenerational Service. We would love to have children and youth
sign up to participate! More information on sign-ups will
be coming to families by email.
.
- Kelley Howells

William Robert Harris, Rector 1878-1886
After the resignation of The Rev. Julius Ward, two Vestry members consulted with the bishop. The Vestry then
invited 3 ministers to preach over several Sundays before
calling The Rev. William Robert Harris as Rector. He ws
offered a salary of $800 with the use of the rectory “for the
present, but that the salary shall be raised to a sum corresponding to that paid the past rector as soon as the Parish is
in a financial condition to warrant such action.” On May 6,
1878, the grandson of The Rev. Dr. William Harris, was
installed as rector during a visit of
Bishop Paddock. The Rev. Dr. Harris
was St. Michael’s rector 1791-1801
before moving to New York and becoming president of Columbia College.

April 17, 1882 the proprietors of St. Michael’s voted that
“a conveyance of the Church, Chapel and land belonging to
the Parish be made to the Trustees of Donations of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, a corporation duly established
by law, to be held in trust under the law regulating said corporation.” At the same meeting, a new Constitution and By
Laws was also approved. Then the General Court was petitioned for an amendment to the Parish Charter “to admit
members of the parish to vote in parish meetings.” Up till
then, only pew owners (proprietors) could
vote. For several decades, though, the
budget had been developed on an every
member canvass instead of on pew taxes.

On April 25, 1867, Harris married Augusta Bogart and
their only daughter Henrietta Laura Bogart Harris was born
the following year in Brooklyn. The Harris family resided
in the New York City area for several years until he was
called to St. George’s in Lee, Massachusetts. St. George’s
prospered and while there, Harris was also able to reopen
St. Paul’s in Otis, MA, gathering funding from various
sources for repairs. At his resignation in 1878, two churches were without a rector.

By the end of 1885 all was not well, though, and Harris
reluctantly resigned in May 1886 to take a position in New
Jersey. Harris served happily at St. John’s in Somerville,
NJ, 1886-1892 and caused a new church to be built for St.
Paul’s Bound Brook. He did not make the 1888 celebration
at St. Michael’s, but he did donate that year copies of both
Pigot and Barnard’s Christmas sermons to the Massachusetts Diocesan Archives. Harris took a break for several
years due to ill health, and in 1904 took charge of Gloria
Dei Church, Palenville, NY and St. James Mission in Dover Plains, NY. where he died in 1907.

An early highlight to Harris’ tenure was
Feb. 6, 1880 when the Parish celebrated
William Robert Harris was born in
the centennial of St. Michael’s reopening
New York on June 12, 1838, the son of
after the Revolutionary War. Bishop BenCaroline and the Rev. Dr. Robert Wiljamin Paddock gave the sermon and “In
liam Harris. W. R. Harris grew up in
the evening there was a social gathering in
White Plains and Astoria and graduated
the Rectory where an historical address
from Trinity College, Hartford, in 1858
was delivered by Samuel Roads, Jr.”
and Berkeley Divinity School in 1861.
On May 2, 1861 he was ordained deacon Robert William Harris, 1838-1907 How appropriate to have present both the
grandson of one of St. Michael’s early
by Connecticut Bishop John Williams
Episcopal rectors and Vestryman Elias G. Smethurst, deand assisted at St. James in New London. Having been
received as priest in 1862, Harris moved to the Diocese of scendant of Woodward Abraham, Lay Reader in charge in
first years after the Revolution.
Western New York, serving at Grace Church in Utica.

During Harris’ tenure at St. Michael’s 1878-1886, the
Parish House was enlarged, a water closet added to the
Rectory with other campus improvements, and major
changes were made to St. Michael’s legal organization. On

- Frances Stith Nilsson
Historic Church Committee
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Photos from Past Fashion Shows

Nancy Carvill, Barbara Ramsey and Liz Grader modelled
hats for an earlier 1990s fashion show.

October 1996 Fashion Show featured a wedding including Liz Grader
So don’t miss this year’s fashion show, Saturday, Octoroller-blading across the Parish Hall in teenage fashion. Shown left to
ber 17 at 6:00 pm. Tickets in Advance: $20, at the
right modeling Thrift Shop items: Nancy Carvill, Liz Grader, Sarah Bates, door—$25.
Harriet Diamond, ?, Doris Bartlett, Pam Oppelt and another mystery
person.

Steward of the Month: Elizabeth Grader
Liz started attending St. Michael’s in the 70’s when
her sons Derek and Matthew began Sunday School. The
boys joined the choir under Barbara Bruns. “Barbara was
a genius,” says Liz. Later they both were acolytes.
She remembers their confirmations vividly. Derek
did not want to do the classes so finally Liz told him that
if he got confirmed she would buy him whatever he wanted. Sure enough, he was confirmed and then announced
that he wanted to go the Kittery Trading Post. It turned
out he wanted a rifle that he was too young to buy. So Liz
says, “There I was buying a rifle and having to register it
with the police!” Matthew in his turn was confirmed and
told his mother not to worry because he did not want a
rifle. Liz breathed a sigh of relief until he told her he
wanted a compound bow! They both became good hunters.
Over the years, Liz has been very active at St.
Michael’s. She served on the Vestry. “Around the same
time as Barry Weed and Harriet Diamond,” she says. She
chaired the Christmas Fair twice and volunteered at My
Brother’s Table. She is a long time member of St. Catherine’s Guild.
However, she has been the backbone of the Thrift
Shop for many years. “Muriel Crowninshield sat in the
pew behind me and kept telling me to come down to the
Thrift Shop when it was on Washington Street,” she remembers. About that time she sold the Garden Center on
West Shore Drive that she ran for years and had a shop in
Salem. “I kept Tuesdays free for the Thrift Shop,” she

says. Washington Street had one advantage over the current location at Davenport House: easy accessibility for
loading and unloading donations. “I used drive up on the
curb to unload things on Tuesday mornings and then load
things at closing for the Swap Shop on Wednesday morning as I headed for Salem,” Liz says.
Despite the lack of easy access for donations, Liz
likes the current location because the shop is part of the
church grounds now. Liz sorts all the donations. If things
are out of season, she takes them to the Red Cross bin
because the shop has no storage space. She says, “We
couldn’t have the shop without Jen. She’s a gem. I can
call her with times I will be here and she will come to
take the trash.”
Some customers come in several times a week. “If
people don’t have a lot of money, they have to spend time
looking for what they need in all the thrift shops,” she
says.
The biggest problem for the Thrift Shop is recruiting
volunteers to staff the shop, two people a day, Tuesdays
through Saturdays, 1 to 4. She and Mae Britt Wang are
there every Tuesday, but Saturday people work once a
month usually. There is a list of about 25 people, but not
everyone does a shift once a week every week. “I’d like
to see more men volunteer. Fred Alling and John Hunt
used to work and James Dearborn does volunteer. It
would be great to have a men’s group,” Liz says.
“Please keep the good stuff coming,” she says.

St. Michael’s Newsletter

October 2015

Page Sxi

More News and Events
Prayer Shawl
Knitting Ministry
This ministry is now meeting
on Tuesdays at 11:00 am in the
Parish Hall. New members are
welcomed!! Participants meet for
prayers, knitting, and fellowship to
make shawls for celebration (given
to those newly baptized) and care
(given those in any need or concern). Contact Anne Clark if you
have questions.

Friday Friendship
Join this faith based support group
for elders living alone, caring for others, or who just want to deepen spiritual friendship. The meetings will
focus on what it means to have the
love of God in our lives as our needs
change. There will be opportunities
for
sharing both our wisdom and our
challenges.
The group meets every other Friday
at 11:00 am (October 9 and 23). For
more information or transportation,
call Anne Davis, Annette Nicolas or
Father Andrew.

Apple Pie Making
Tuesday, October 20 at 6 PM
Apple Pie making with Greg Bates
will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 20th at
6:00 pm in the church kitchen. Pizza dinner will be provided. Bring your favorite
knife, apron and apple peeler. Please
contact Pam Oppelt .
Chutney making will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 14th from 9:00 am to
approx. 1:30 pm. Lunch will be provided. Bring your favorite knife, peeler, and
apron. Please contact Pam Oppelt . If
you can work only a few hours, let Pam
know.

St. Michael’s Thrift Shop Celebrates Its 76th Year in Marblehead
Colonel and Mrs. Mary Hodges (wealthy parishioners) provides additional funding of between $5,000 to $10,000
each year. Over its history the Thrift Shop has paid for
moved to Marblehead from Boston. Twelve women of
the down payment for the Davenport and the Murray
St. Catherine’s Guild, including Mrs. Hodges, brainstormed to see how they could raise money for a new Par- House, donated funds towards a new kitchen and dishwasher, dishes, carpets, lights, etc. Over
ish Hall. Mrs. Hodges who had a thrift shop
We Need Your $270,000 plus furnishings, altar hangings, speakat her church in Boston suggested that they
Goods!
er systems and more have been given back to the
start a thrift shop rather than run rummage
sales. The story goes that the women borBring Them in church in the past 76 years.
rowed $10 to pay the rent from St. Cathethe 4th Sunday Open from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday
rine’s Guild and St. Michael’s Thrift Shop
or Anytime through Saturday, the shop features both womwas started in 1939. The thrift shop’s first
en’s and men’s clothing and shoes as well as
home was located in an old bakery on Washhousehold items, books, antiques and collectibles. You
ington Street and has moved to various locations on
never know what treasures you will find as the inventory
Washington Street until moving to its new home six years is being refreshed constantly! Liz Grader and her team of
ago at 28 Pleasant Street (first floor of St. Michael’s Dav- 20 volunteers make sure that the shop always looks neat
enport House church property).
and clean and everything is labeled and displayed beautiThere have only been five chairmen over the past 76
years. Ruth Conly (mother of Bill Conly) was the first
chairman for 12 years, followed by Hazel Graves for 22
years. Hazel Graves’ daughter, Jackie Williams, continues the family tradition as one of its current officers. Eleanor Harlow and Florence Dow served as chairman and
the current Chairman, Elizabeth Grader has been president since the 1990s. Current officers include Mary Williams, Treasurer and Jacqui Williams, Secretary. The office of Vice-Chairman is open. St. Michael’s Thrift shop
is run entirely by approximately 20 unpaid volunteers.
Next to parishioner’s pledges, St. Michael’s Thrift
Shop provides tremendous financial support to the
church. The thrift shop pays the church $500 each month
to rent the church property and over the last several years

fully.
Donations are always welcome and tax forms are
available. At this time we are looking for Fall and Winter
clothing (please no summer clothes). If you would like to
be a volunteer, please contact Liz Grader or Jacqui Williams .
On Saturday, Oct. 17th at 6:00 pm in the Parish Hall,
St. Catherine’s will hold a fashion show featuring clothing from the Thrift Shop. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to not only buy the clothing being modeled but to
enjoy a wonderful evening of fun, fashion and frivolity!
Buy your tickets early as there is limited seating!
Pam Oppelt, President of St. Catherine’s Guild
and thrift shop volunteer

ST. MICHAEL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
26 Pleasant Street
Marblehead, MA 01945-3432
Phone:
Fax.
E-mail:
Web:
Photo:

781/631-0657
781/639-2866
office@stmichaels1714.org
www.stmichaels1714.org
Ulrike Welsh

Evensong & Benediction
Sunday, October 4
5:00 pm

St. Catherine’s Guild
Fashion Show
Saturday, October 17
6:00 pm

Douglas Major Organ Recital

Tickets: $20 in advance,

Sunday, October 18
5:00 pm

$25 at the door

Available Sundays &
in the Parish Office

St. Michael’s Church
Officers: Stephen Clayon, Sr. Warden; Karin McCarthy, Jr. Warden; Sue Cool, Clerk; James Dearborn, Treasurer;
Diane Christian, Asst. Treasurer.
Vestry: Sarah Bates, Kelley Callahan, Brian Carlson, Zavier Chickering, Ellie Doyle, Rory Gaunt, Justin Hintlian,
Robert L. Howie, Jr., Jennifer Oliveira.
Delegates for Convention: Brian Fizer, Denise Shea. Deanery Delegates: Brian Fizer, Frances Nilsson, Denise Shea
Staff: The Rev. Andrew J. Stoessel, Rector; Dr. Douglas Major, Music Director; Kelley Howells, Christian Education
Director; Jane Maihos, Parish Administrator; Jennifer Hill, Sexton.
Newsletter: Frances Nilsson, Editor; Marcia Koopman, Mailings.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Office Hours
Mon. – Fri.
8:30 am –
12:30 pm

Thrift Shop
Tues.-Sat.
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Thursday

Friday
1

19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 4

5

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30 am Chlid Care
9:45 am Children’s Chapel &
Church School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
1:00 pm Blessing of the Animals
5:00 pm Choral Evensong

20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 11
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30 am Child Care
No Church School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:15 am Communications C.

21TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 18
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am Historic Church
9:30 am Child Care
9:45 am Church School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Intergenerational Service
5:00 pm Organ Recital with
Douglas Major

22TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 25
Thrift Shop Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30 am Child Care
9:45 am Church School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II

12
Columbus Day
Office Closed

7

No Choir Rehearsals

14
9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am Bible Study
No Staff Meeting

6:00 pm
Supper Club

26

20
11:00 am Prayer
Shawl Ministry
6:00 pm Apple Pie
Making
7:00 pm Vestry

27
11:00 am Prayer
Shawl Ministry

3

9

10

11:00 am Wisdom 10:30 am - 1:30 pm
Friendship Group St. Michael’s Team
at Lifebridge
Co-Captains
Ed & Michelle Baille

8:00 pm AA

8:00 pm AA

19

8

9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am Bible Study
11:45 am Church Staff

13
11:00 am Prayer
Shawl Ministry

2

3:30 pm Youth Choir
6:30 pm St. Catherine’s
Guild
7:30 pm Adult Choir

6
11:00 am Prayer
Shawl Ministry
5:00 pm
St. Michael’s
Team at My
Brother’s Table,
Lynn
6:00 pm
Supper Club

Saturday

15
3:30 pm Youth Choir
6:00 pm Fashion Show
Dress Rehearsal
7:30 pm Adult Choir

21
9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am Bible Study
11:45 am Church Staff
11 am – 6 pm
Church/Office/Parish Hall in
use for Movie Production
8:00 pm AA

17
6:00 pm
St. Catherine’s
Guild Fashion Show

22

23

24

11:00am Annual Audit 11:00 am Wisdom
Friendship Group
3:30 pm Youth Choir

Newsletter
Deadline

7:30 pm Adult Choir

28
9:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am Bible Study
11:45 am Church Staff

16
Calendar
Deadline

29
3:30 pm Youth Choir
7:30 pm Adult Choir

30

ALL HALLOW’S EVE 31
Turn Clocks Back
One Hour for
Sunday

